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united, and it could have weathered without fear any
storm which might follow the breaking up of the system
of 1815, and the establishment of a juster and more
enduring system/'1

This naive idea of Prussia sympathizing with any
national aspirations not her own, shows how easily
Goderich was misled by his nationalist enthusiasm.
Apart from his total misunderstanding of the Prussian
character, he does not seem to have realized that
reunited nationalities, just as much as emancipated *
democracies, may be quite as dangerous to the general
peace as the most ambitious and unscrupulous of
despotisms. National character does not change with
widening frontiers or even expanding forms of govern-
ment.

During the Session of 1854 Goderich gave no public
indication of his deep interest in the war and in Army
questions, except by one short intervention in the debate
on the Army Estimates, when he suggested an im-
provement in the method of schooling private soldiers.*
The questions which mainly engaged his parliamentary
activity were survivals from the previous Session, like
the Friendly Societies Bill and the Law of Partnership.
He also took part in the debates on the Simony Law
Amendment Bill and on Conventual and Monastic
Institutions, and was, as usual, a hard worker on
Committees. The delicate health of Lady Goderich,
however, preoccupied him a good deal, and as soon
as Parliament rose he resolved to take her abroad
and winter with her in the Pyrenees.

He wrote to Bruce that he intended n to read im-
mensely/' 'and his letters show that he kept his word,
but at the same time he followed the war very closely
and keenly.

1 Pel. Mem,, pp. 6-9.

*  Hansard, voL cxxx, p,

*  Letter, August 25, 1854.